Later, as the migrants settled into their own homes, the facades
and interiors were considerably altered as they renovated them in
a manner reminiscent of their countries of origin.

Many of the alterations were made without reference to the building
requirements. The Perth City Council tried to stop these illegal
additions and also ordered the removal of many timber sheds and
other outbuildings. Neither were they in favour of weatherboard
houses. Some of these such as a two-roomed weatherboard
dwelling in Carr Street attracted a health order, and another owner
in Carr Street was refused permission for brick renovations as they
would extend the life of his weatherboard residence.

Shortages of business premises also meant homes, stables and
old sheds were converted for retail outlets, workshops and small
factories. In Newcastle Street, in particular, businesses began
to encroach on the residences and those who were left became
increasingly uncomfortable as more and more businesses moved
in and the area was deserted after hours and at weekends.

In the 1950s the Perth City Council decided to develop a soccer
ground on vacant land in Lawley Street which had been part of
Lake Henderson. As more land was required, the rear of some
of the Cowle Street blocks was subsequently resumed and the
Dorrien Gardens Reserve was established in the 1970s.

undergone considerable change, as this revival of inner city living
has led to the opening up of battle axe blocks, and its increase
in popularity amongst young people, families and developers
has meant the renovation of older homes or their replacement
with either new single residences, duplexes or groups of two-
storey town houses. A large rise in commercial interest has also
led to the alteration and renovation of older buildings and to the
construction of modern purpose-built business premises.
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The construction of the Mitchell Freeway in the 1970s affected
the area because the lower end of Charles Street became an on/
off ramp for Freeway traffic. While the Freeway itself formed a
physical barrier at the south-western end of the suburb, this new
link gave West Perth residents easy access to the Narrows Bridge
and the southern suburbs.

The subsequent construction of the Graham Farmer Freeway and
tunnel in 2000 and its links with the Mitchell Freeway also led to
the widening and upgrading of Loftus Street. Some of West Perth’s
homes and businesses were demolished to make way for this and
access to and from Loftus for both Carr and Kingston streets was
limited as a result.

The Town of Vincent was established in 1995 and West Perth
came under its jurisdiction. This proved beneficial to the area as
a smaller Local Government Authority has been able to devote
more resources to its development and the services required.

There has been both a residential and commercial revival in the
area in recent years as the cheaper land prices and its proximity
to Perth and transport routes has attracted private home owners,
developers and commercial enterprises. This has meant the area has
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People with specific requirements can ask to have this brochure
provided in Braille, a language other than English, large print, on
computer disk or audiotape.
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