Eventually the Perth Council made a 12-foot strip on the south
side and the Roads Board did the same on their side, leaving
a strip of sand in the middle which remained for many years.
About this time the Perth City Council introduced a scheme to
standardise street names and Clifton Street, one of the north-
south streets in the Forrest Hills Subdivision was subsequently
renamed William Street along with a portion of Hutt Street
which also joined William in that era.

1920-1946

Asaresult of the Great Depression (which began in 1929) and the
unemployment that followed, many families found themselves
unable to keep up with their rent payments. Many were evicted
or forced to keep moving to keep ahead of the debt collectors.
For some the solution was to share accommodation with another
family, but this often led to unhealthy overcrowding. The Perth
City Council did provide some forms of relief work for the
unemployed and sustenance payments and, while this did help
many families — and helped develop the roads, footpaths, drains,
etc., in the district — for many relief only came with the outbreak
of World War II as the call for men to enlist provided the first
full-time employment for many in nearly a decade. However,
shortages and the rationing that followed still kept many families
in reduced circumstances.

In 1924 a single track extension was constructed from an existing
tram terminus on the corner of Lord and Lincoln streets in
Highgate along Lord Street and via the Mount Lawley Subway
to Maylands. In 1939 this line was duplicated.

Flats became very popular in the 1930s and several blocks were
erected, including ‘Parkside’ (104 Vincent Street) and several
at the northern end of William Street. A number of the larger
residences were also converted to flats, often with new facades.

portions. The number of residents in the East Norwood Estate
began to decline as the houses deteriorated and more commercial
enterprises moved in, such as printers, photographers, painters
and decorators and so on.

Transport began to change as the Beaufort Street trams were
phased out during the 1950s and trolley buses were introduced.
Later on these were gradually replaced by diesel buses and the
trolley bus service ended in 1968. Private car ownership was
increasing rapidly by this time and William and Beaufort streets
and Lord Street/Guildford Road and East Parade became popular
arteries in and out of Perth, carrying heavy loads of traffic each
day. Trafhic lights also became necessary as the volumes of traffic
increased.

1947-1972

Some residential infill occurred in the post-war period due
to further pressure on housing as a result of the governments
immigration and refugee policies and the ‘Baby Boom'. Building
materials were in short supply and remained under the control
of the State Housing Commission until mid 1952. This lack of
supplies led to makeshift alterations, often carried out to increase
living space or divide houses into flats in order to accommodate
more than one family. As time went on some of the alterations
reflected styles reminiscent of the migrants home countries.

The pressure for space also led to small factories being set up in
backyards, sheds and the older homes, particularly in the eastern

1973-2005

There was a huge revival of the suburb as young people began
to move in and renovate and extend the older homes. In some
cases backyards were subdivided or houses demolished by private
owners or developers to make way for new homes or a group of
units, town houses or larger apartment blocks.

There was also a commercial revival in certain parts including the
area around the Mount Lawley Subway where some of the older
businesses were demolished to make way for modern purpose-
built retail outlets. A number of older dilapidated houses were also
demolished to make way for the widening of East Parade which,
as well as having become an important artery for Perth, provided
access to the Graham Farmer Freeway which was constructed in
2000.

Considerable change also took place along Beaufort Street and its
surrounding area as the opening of restaurants and coffee shops
turned it into a popular entertainment area. New businesses took
over the old shops and rejuvenated them, thus injecting the area
with a new vibrancy and attracting patrons from a much wider
area. The Town of Vincent also provided a car park on the corner
of Barlee and Beaufort streets to assist shoppers and those eating
out.

In 1995 the City of Perth was divided into four separate local
government areas and Mount Lawley came under the jurisdiction
of the newly-formed Town of Vincent. It now forms part of the
Town’s South Ward.
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The Alexander building on the corner of Beaufort
and Walcott streets, 2004.
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