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The current suburb of Leederville is bounded 
by Britannia and Anzac roads, Loftus Street, 
Leederville Parade and the Mitchell Freeway.

HISTORY
Leederville formed part of Boorloo – tribal land belonging to the 
local Nyungar people. Lake Monger, or Galup as it was known, 
was used by the Aborigines as a camp site. As the area was teeming 
with birds and other wildlife, the lake was also used for hunting 
and fishing. 

1829-1870
Initial settlement was by private settlers William Leeder (after 
whom the suburb was named) and John Monger. Monger bought 
200 acres close to Lake Monger, whilst Leeder acquired some 288 
acres. By 1838 Leeder had established the Leeder Hotel in Perth 
and was leasing out his estate. His house was on the south-east 
corner of Lake Monger.

Between the years 1850 and 1868 the colony experienced an 
increase in the population due to the arrival of 10,000 convicts. 
This in turn resulted in demands for extra food production. The 
local wetlands and surrounding areas were largely used for market 
gardens, dairy farming and poultry farms. 

1871-1890 (Pre Gold Boom)
Living conditions were difficult due to the problems of poor 
drainage, cesspits and the continual flooding. Several of the lakes 
north of Perth were drained. Lake Georgina on the Leeder lands, 
located just south of the Leederville Oval, was drained which then 
permitted Newcastle Street to be extended westward. 

With the completion of the Fremantle to Guildford railway line 
in 1881, the direction of the colony shifted away from the Swan 
River and promoted settlement to the west, north and east.

Residential development in the north, however, was not rapid 
before the 1890s. To the north of Vincent Street the district 
remained an area of large acreages with the majority belonging to 
the Leeder family.

1891-1919
The gold boom marked a significant period of development in 
Perth. In 1884 the Perth district population was just over 6,000. 
By 1911, the population had expanded rapidly to around 87,000 
and Perth was experiencing problems with overcrowding. 

The demand for housing led to the Monger Estate being subdivided 
in 1890. In 1891 the Leeder Estate sold 19 blocks of land, with 
five between the railway, Vincent Street and Monger’s Lake being 
sold later that year. A third subdivision saw the creation of large 
garden lots ranging in size from 2 to 10 acres between Anzac 
Road and Bourke Street.

For residents living in the new subdivisions there were few 
established facilities and services. People obtained their water 
through the use of storage tanks and wells. Conditions improved, 
however, when the State Government (taking over from a privately-
owned supplier) began to supply water by mains. By 1911 many 
Perth suburbs had access to good quality water supply.

The wetlands during this period were being cultivated by Chinese 
market gardeners. Some of these gardens were located along 
Oxford Street on what had once been Leeder lands. 

A government reserve was created between Vincent and Richmond 
streets. The western section of the reserve became the site of the 
Leederville Oval, Leederville Post Office (1897), Leederville 
Primary School (1894), Town Hall and Police Station. 

The 1897 PWD sewerage plans suggest that the predominant 
buildings were located along the western end of Newcastle Street 
and the area near Carr (then Leeder Street), Oxford, Vincent and 
Loftus streets, including the Leederville Hotel (1897).

In May 1895 the suburb became officially known as the Leederville 
Road District. In the following year, Leederville was made a 
municipality, as the area was deemed to have sufficient property 
to enable the payment of £300 in annual rates. The municipal 
area was divided into three wards – North, South and Central. 
Leederville also received its first mayor, James Stewart Bennet.

December 1897 saw the construction and implementation of 
a tramway network to assist workers by providing transport to 

their place of employment. Initially, the tramlines operated in the 
northern parts of the City. By 1900, however, the tram network 
had been expanded to include Loftus Street, along Newcastle and 
Oxford streets to Anzac Road.  

Due to the City’s rapidly expanding population, parks and 
recreation grounds became of increasing value. In 1903, Lake 
Monger was made a reserve for public park and recreation. 
Leederville Oval was established in 1915 with tennis courts and 
cycle tracks as well as football facilities.

In 1914, the Perth, North Perth and Leederville municipalities 
came together to form ‘Greater Perth’.

1920-1946
The impact of the Great Depression was felt by many residents 
in the area, with some renters unable to meet the rent payments. 
Faced with the prospect of eviction, many resorted to living in 
very overcrowded conditions whilst others camped on crown 
reserves.

Changes to modes of transport saw motor taxis replacing horses 
and trams and railways carrying more passengers. With increased 
use of motorbuses and motorcars, some of the major roads had to 
be widened. Loftus Street was widened in 1926.

1947-1972
Post World War II saw another population boom and 
overcrowding once again became a problem. The difficulties arose 
from shortages of housing and building materials. 

Changes in government policy relating to immigration meant 
new arrivals of migrants from Europe. These migrants were 
instrumental in changing the architectural landscape, with many 
of them renovating or building residences in styles similar to those 
they had left behind.

In 1948, a technical trade school was built in Leederville. It was 
part of an Army training scheme and was open for students by 
1949. This is now the Leederville TAFE.

Around Oxford and Newcastle streets, new shops and office 
buildings replaced many of the older residences as council 
restrictions were eased. 

Transport was changing in the 1950s with trams and trolleybuses 
being replaced by buses.

1973-2005
The advent of the Mitchell Freeway saw the suburb of Leederville 
virtually divided in half. The freeway followed the line of the lake 
drain past Lake Monger and northward. This meant a physical 
barrier to accessing Lake Monger from the east.

The Loftus Recreation and Community Centre was opened 
in 1988. This housed not only the Leederville/Wembley 
Community Centre but also the Leederville Library, and 
provided facilities for indoor sport and community activities.

In 1987 the Leederville shopping area on Oxford Street 
underwent redevelopment.

During the 1980s and 1990s Leederville, along with other 
inner city suburbs, saw property values increase rapidly. As older 
residents left the suburb, many of the older houses were either 
renovated or demolished and newer homes built on the site. 
Subdivision of the blocks meant the creation of new building 
lots. Changes were also reflected in the style of the houses built. 

During the 1990s Oxford Street changed into a popular café 
strip. Many of the businesses underwent refurbishment and the 
area took on a cosmopolitan atmosphere.

The building of the Northern Suburbs railway line, ostensibly 
to provide rail transport for the outer suburbs, had a follow-on 
effect for Leederville. Residents have easy access to rail transport 
with the building of a railway station at the southern end of 
Oxford Street.

In 1994 the City of Perth was divided into four municipalities. 
The newly-created Town of Vincent constructed its council 
offices in Leederville, on the corner of Loftus and Vincent streets 
adjacent to the Loftus Centre. 
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Oral History Interviews & Transcripts
There are many interviews with former residents of Leederville 
in the collection. There are also interviews as part of a special 
project on businesses of Oxford Street. 

Local Studies and History Collection 
Town of Vincent Library 
99 Loftus Street, Leederville WA 6007

Ph 9273 6090

People with specific requirements can ask to have this brochure 
provided in Braille, a language other than English, large print, 
on computer disk or audiotape.

Leederville History
Leederville Oval
Leederville Police Station
Leederville School
Leederville/Wembley 
Community Centre
Loftus Centre
Mitchell Freeway
Monger Family
Trams
Venables

Town of Vincent Local Studies 2005




