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What is the Heritage List?

Heritage places come in all shapes and sizes and listing criteria
varies between each level of government. For this reason, many
agents, developers and property owners can get frustrated when
they have to deal with more than one government authority when
enquiring about heritage.

Many people refer to a “Heritage List” but the reality is that this
term can mean many different things, and this causes confusion
all too often.

The Federal government heritage organisation is called the
Australian Heritage Council, and they maintain the National List
(previously known as the Register of the National Estate) of places
which are considered valuable to the whole of Australia.

The National Trust, an independent heritage organisation, also has
a heritage list which results in places being “classified” and entered
in the National Trust List of Classified Heritage Places. There is no
additional statutory protection afforded to places classified by the
National Trust.

The next tier in heritage listing is by the State government. The State
government heritage organisation is called the Heritage Council of
Western Australia and they have a heritage list called the Register
of Heritage Places. This contains places which are valuable to the
whole of Western Australia, and not just a local area. Registered
places are protected under the provisions of the Heritage of
Western Australia Act 1990.

At the local government level, many Town Planning Schemes have

a section which allows a Council to adopt a “Heritage List.” This
heritage list is clearly defined and can be a list of any places within
the municipal boundary that the Council believes should be protected
by standard planning control methods, allowed by the Town Planning
Scheme. Places included in this heritage list can be commercial

or residential, private or public, buildings or natural places, such as
parks or trees.

The local Heritage List is usually prepared with reference to another
local list, the Municipal Heritage Inventory, or the MHI for short. This
is a document which every local government is required to adopt,
maintain and review regularly. MHIs do not have regulatory status by
themselves, however in the Town of Vincent the entire MHI is included
in the Heritage List, as part of the Town Planning Scheme, and is
therefore provided statutory protection.
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People with specific requirements can request this brochure in
Braille, a language other than English, large print, on computer
disk or audiotape
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