Changes in transport involved the substitution of trams for
trolley buses in the early 1950s and later again by buses.
Changes to the rail system included the new Westrail Centre
on West Parade (1976) with interstate rail and bus terminals.

The drop in demand for housing in Perth led to lower rents
in the 1960s and early 1970s and, with less income, many
of the houses and shops became very dilapidated. The health
authorities condemned some of the worst of these buildings.
Bakers Terrace was condemned in the 1950s, but was later
saved and is now State Heritage listed.

1971-2005

Some new residential building took place in the early 1970s
with blocks of flats being erected, but the overall decline in
residents forced many shopkeepers out. However, an influx of
Asian immigrants from the late 1970s did introduce some new
enterprises into the area, and they took over the smaller retail
outlets.

Larger commercial firms began to move into the area in the
1970s and 1980s. The busy streets — Newcastle, William and
Beaufort — were particularly vulnerable and the result was
the demolition of numbers of small shops and dwellings. They
were replaced by large-scale outlets, warehouses, car yards and
small office blocks. Those families who did remain in the old-
style houses began to feel out of place.

The situation changed considerably with a later revival of inner
city living. Old houses were renovated by young couples and
developers moved in, replacing the older homes and business
premises with town houses and low-level apartment complexes.
A number of old factories were also turned into apartment
complexes.

The 1990s saw the beginnings of large-scale urban
redevelopment, with much of it taking place after 1994 when
the area became part of the newly-created Town of Vincent.
Since that time the profile of the area has improved, aided by
the increased attention it now receives from a smaller local
government authority.

SOURCES AND FURTHER READING IN
THE LOCAL HISTORY COLLECTION

Books
Darcy, Roma, Report on Heritage Places in Highgate:

Hyde Park Precinct

Perth: National Trust of Australia, 1990 994.11 HIG
Stannage, CT, The People of Perth

Perth: City of Perth, 1979. 994.11 STA

Town of Vincent Municipal Heritage Inventory

Vertical Files

Chinese Market Gardens

Dilhorn House

East Perth Football Club

Graham Farmer Freeway

Lee Hop’s Cottage

Loton, Sir William Thorley
Northbridge Tunnel and Tunnel Top
Perth Oval

Robertson Park/Old Bottle Yard

Oral History tapes and transcripts

There are many interviews in the collection with residents and
former residents of Perth. Some suggestions are:

Reg Axford & Harold Munday OHO0091
Nick Catania OHO0086
Elza Hughes OH0092

Local Studies and History Collection
Town of Vincent Library
99 Loftus Street, Leederville WA 6007

Ph 9273 6090
People with specific requirements can ask to have this brochure

provided in Braille, a language other than English, large print,
on computer disk or audiotape.
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